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supremely   powerful   rendering   of   our   Lord's
teaching in this passage.

Browning lived in the days of the Great Con-
flict, when faith was beset by powerful opponents
and the hearts of many brave men failed them.
Some poets bear no special relation to the
age in which they lived; they dwelt apart from
life's press and no word of theirs suggests that
they belong to one generation and not another.
The writers of the nineteenth century were all, to
some degree, influenced by the time-spirit, and
voiced its moods of hope or of despair, of faith
or unbelief. This is supremely true of Robert
Browning. Some of us will be MsP debtors for
ever because he spoke to us, in our own tongue,
the sure word of God. It was something to
have our questionings defined, for to give defini-
tion to a doubt is, frequently, to begin the work
of deliverance. He understood the shapeless fear
which shadowed the mind of his age. " This,"
he said, " is what we have to do battle with "
and the bodying forth of that which had been
spectral enabled men to arm themselves for the
conflict. We owe him much also for the manner
in which he idealised our deepest feelings, causing